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A man cauop Tr$t'C $enm socks to rcstoro rfft gicry of wo Cyropiuc 

tVriRO. WHtCrt HAS LAIN DORMANT FOR FOUR HUNDROP Yt'ARS. Ht WUl V$H€ft 
IN 4 NOW ORA, THt AGO Of 7H0 TH/RP CMPUtO. 


Tm t Mrl fit's FORMOR SUBJCCT IANPS HA VO TRIOP TO RCSlSt 7HIS CHANG t\ BUT, 
CNO BY ONt\ 7 HOY HA VC F.A! I ON. Ail OF THO HUMAN KING POMS ARC WAY UNPOR 

Sent M's tun c. Skyrim, High Rock, and Hamm^fcu, thc homo land or iho 

Ropgvarps. 

h HAS BOON CO NJ Oil CROP WAT, HAP 7 HOY NOT WOAKONOP WOMSOtVOS W THOtR 
CiVll WAP., THt ROPGUARDS COULD HAVO HAt TCP JftC CMPIRO'S PRO GROSS: THAT . 
UNIT CP HAMMORFOU WO VIP PC INVINCISI C, 

Alas, with we pc aw of we ir high King, wo Ropgvarps lONG-rtviPcp 
camps, 7 ho Crowns and we Forc boars, worn to nvifl . In wo onp, n soever 
two wo Crowns won ip rood wo throng for th cm saves. Bin we 

FORO BOARS' BOAT ON AND WtlUNG TO TRY ANYTHIN G r tNVtTOD TffO CMP/RO'S 

re rocs in i o Ha a i m orfci i to hoi r 7 hcm . 


THt tMriRt MAPS SHORT WORK Of WO CROWNS' PIMtNiSHCP FORCOS, PCF0A71N0 
THOM AT PAST ON 7 HO ISLAND Of StROS M'KAl. 


In thctr youth, Cyrus .and Iszara uvop in Sc ntinol. capital of 
Hammcrfcu. Though n was trapwonaiiy t Fore boar car. we High King 
of wo Crowns sat in its palaco. This was a trovbiop timc, with talk of 

OPON ROBOtUON OVOR IN THO AIR, WiT H THC THIRD tMP/RC SVPPONl Y STIRRING 
ON THt- FORPORS. HAMMORFCIIS F ROARING POINT WAS NOAR. 

AS A fOROFCAR SOCCSStON i OOMOD, AND THO/R 01 P COmUCRORS FOG* AN TO SHU- 
ROVNP THOM, 7 HO RODGVARPS PROPAROP FOR WAR. 



fDYLXEXfS THE YOUNGER. OF THE FIRST ERA, STATES 
'quite a EARL V THAT an AD VEN WRE CAN ONL Y TRuL Y 
i BEGIN THREE wa vs &y oEa th. By sLuft. OF By LETTER. 


h TO BEGIN WITHOUT ONE OF 
THESE TS to EE RELEGATED TO 1 
THE STA TUS OF AN INDISCRETION 
OR. A T 8ES T. AN ESC A FADE , 


PROPERLY THEN L>Q WE EMBARK, OUR FOUND A UON 
LAID WITH THE LAST. AND BEST OF THE THREE- 
THE LETTER INVARIA&L Y THE MOS T SEDUC TIVE < 
CATALYST OF ML- 


WORDS 


MICHAEL KlftjCBRlDE 


JOHN PfARSON 
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COLORS 

LOUIS 

LETTERS 


■.AND THUS THE MOST POWERFUL 
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WU’TTEhl WITHOUTELOUaiSH IN A HANT> WELL-KNOWN 
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^ OF COURSE ^ 

fi&tHAPS W£ SHOVLb 
WAIT, THEN. 

^ 5T# OWW5, ^ 


AT r UQU&H OUT THERE.. 
SIR...? H\ 


UNTIL TOMORROW ^ 
(WEV 7re/£IVtfT5iH0fiF 
. COOPERATIVE. A 
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NO, 

WE 60 ON. 


FINE. WET SOLO SPENDS 
AS WELL J SUPPOSE 


WHO'S Suit)INS 
THE SHIP, 

CAPTAIN BRENNAN? 


YOU WERE 
PASO OOU&LE 
TOMAKESUkE. 


ELI THE&OOD Wa TER-LOSSES LaO. 
BOYNEE0SA &TTMORE WEISHTANYVMY. 


STROSM'KAI 
BY MORNING, 
CAPTAIN, 


OE COURSE, SIR CYRUS, 
BUT TELL ME 
WHY ALL THE HURRY? 


WHY THE HUkkY, LA OOlE? 






















r THE SEAS WAITLQN& 

AND YOU’RE A LITTLt SHORT 
v YET FOR AMARINE. 


I GUESS I AM A SIT EAR 
FROM FA THE# 5 ttfliW jft&KZM. 
AIN'T I THEN. EVEN WITH 
HER COL OfiS RAISED. u 


YOU MEAN 

PIRATE 

TOPIAS.I 


PUT ITS CALLED 
FOREIGN fiELA TIONS 
IN SETTER GUAR TER$ r 


ITS CALLED DESERTION 
AND MERCENARY itOT 
AND I WANT IN. , 


I CAN EIGHT. 1 
YOU'LL NEED ME. 


CYRUS! 



■j /h 


Hr\ w a captain. 
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BYE t THEN. LAO 


CYRUS, WE HAVE 
TOW. 


-I CAN SEE THE LINES 
FORMING FROM HERB 


&'BY£' CARTA IN 
TOBIAS W 


MUST IT SEA 
NQRty CYRUS? 


NEXT I'M ASHORE WE'LL TALK 
A SOU T YOUR ENl TS TMEN Tf 


HALF-NQRb, Am HE'S 
N£A T IS ZARA. I LIKE HIM. 


HE'S A R TL ESS A NO WE ONL Y 
HAVE TWENTY MINUTES. 


WELL SO THE SACK WAY. 


WfczT. ~ -If; ^*1? 
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THE CROWD IS LARGE AND 
LOUD WITH LAUGHTER™ ' 


l A testament TO HIS WIT i 
[AND SKILL; A CROWN PLAY- 
\ WRIGHT IN A FOREBEAR i 

CI TY, AND HE‘5 BRINGING 
DOWN THE HOUSE £ 


SENTINEL BELONGS 
TO HIM - 


-AU S TAGE SWORDS AND 
FLASH™ _ j 


-WHEREIN THE HIGH KING, 
EVER A CROWN, PA VS 
HE A VIL V FOR HIS PAUL TS- 


POLITICAL,, ANCESTRAL, AND 
OTHERWISE— 


and the Forebears are 

SHOOK WITH SMIL ES- - 
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IN THE CENTER, THOUGH THE 
DEAD SERIOUS HE A RT OF ALL 
COMED V: THE POIN T-- 


VrigT’r 


► ALL TOO OFTEN,\ LIKE 
THIS NISH T MISSED 
* COMPLETELY 


I ONLY AN UNBRIDLED AND OPEN , 
LOYAL TY COULD HA V£ PRODUCED 
SUCH AS THIS IS- j 


THE BELITTLED KINO 


SO U T TEFL Y BEL OKED. 


'HERE IS THEIR FA THE# 'S REAL } v 

TRIUMPH- - A CEL EBRA TION OF A 
CROWN BY THE VERY CITY THA THA TES S 
HIM - A JES TER '3 BES T PA RaBOL A- < 


FOR CYRUS THE ONL V, 
CLITIERING THINGS 
ARE THE SWORDS. * 


THE MALE LEAD 


CLAD IN FOREBEAR S TRIPES 


HIS NAME IS HA KAN AND THEY WILL MARRY. 
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MY HURRY NEEDN'T 

CONCERN you, CAPTAIN. 


ILL HAZARD IT'S THE 
CIVIL WAP, OP THE 
EMPIRE, 


I DON'T CARE ABOU T EITHER. 


TROUBLE IN THE > 
HEARTLAND. THAT'S MV 
.&UE55, ANYWAY,,., > 


If IT SUITS YOU. 


YOUR SIS Tfp 'S DISAPPEARANCE DP A WS A SHUDDER- > 


I NEED 
A SHIP. 


< THE POP T IS FUi L OF THEM AND 
S PA THPA $ NAME GOES FAR 
TOWARDS THE PRICE OF PASSAGE.± 


MONEY, TOO. 












■.KEEP DUADEEN'S RETAINER 
IT'S A FAMILY AFFAIR 
AFTER Alt> j 


■ TELL S r RA TH&A, WHY 
010 YOU NEVER MENTION 
YOUR SISTER 3EFORE.?-' 


<WHA T KINO?* 


W£ HA V£N‘ T Sf>OK£N 
IN TEN YEARS- THERE 
WAS TROO'ait, 


I m l Eb HER HUSBAND. 


INVARIABLY THE MOST SEDUCTIVE. 


'EY, IT'S THE 
RED£UAkb--t 


WHERE‘RE YOU 
&OIN‘? WE/.t A V£ 
, SOON. , 


ESPECIAU Y WHEN IT CONCERNS THE 81000- 


TEL t YOUR L ORO I RE SPEC TFULL Y 
DECLINE HIS OFFER. 


OUAOEEN. 


I MOST AWAY 
ELSEWHERE IT 
SEEMS.... 


I HAVE a 
5IGNA JURE 
SOMEWHERE- 


TELL HIM YOURSELF. 
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IS THA 7 ALL J? 


MY SISTER'S 
GONE MISSING. 


too open a ,'V excuse. 
_ Am UNLIKELY. - 


YQUFG.QSET THE SENEGAL 

At v$ re#y of da nsefous men. 


JHiMS MUSN' THA YE TIES 
TO A NY THINS BUT INK AND 
* THE CUMMER OF GOLD. M 


£)(5W' r 
1/F FAMILIES. 


THA r 

REDUNDANT. 


rm aeady to 

KILL YOU ALL. 


MEN LET HIM THROUGH 
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I CAN T EVER COME BACK 
TO HAMMERFELL, CAPTAIN. 


EVENTUALLY, LAO. 


'50 SE&INS THE MERCENARY 
TRANSLA TION— 


THEY WHISPER MORE THAN 
HE WOULD HA VE THOUGHT. 


THOUOH THEY OP NOT SCARE 
t HIM, HE WAITS MOSTLY IN 
HUSH SILENT EXCEPT TO . 
CONFIRM ORDERS. 


SOMEWHERE AN EMPEROR IS WAITINt 
' rcfCL EAR HIS THRO A T- - / 


THEAVHOLE OF TH&U 
IS IN TURMOIL pfSEl 
X A i r H 


-ANDEVEgYONE 
NEEDS A EEfiT 
EXTRA SWORDS. 


... WHO DO THEY 
WANT US TO KILL? 


^ ACH. J ^ 
PROBABL Y SOMEONE 
WHO \5 DEAD , 
ALREADY- - ^ 


THEY WORK WHEREVER THEY CAN 
-IN A RE ONI A.. SA VINO 
DIPLOMACY'S FOOLS- 


- - SOME DISNI TAfty SEN T TO MA KE 
A HASTY ALLIANCE AOAINST THE 
INEVITABLE. 


IMPERIAL EXPANSION. 


I'M BET TIN' THEY 
A TE 'TM DAYS A SO, 






















<S'RATHRA THOUGHT 
YOU'D LIKE A CHANGE 
OF FACETS 


<EXAGGERA TlON.> 


FOR YEARS THE CATS 
ASSASSINS - / 


CYRUS DE5PERA TEL Y TRYING 
i TO OISFL ACE THE GUIL T Of 
v THE PAST IN THE BL OODY 
&\DEEDS Of THE PRESENT- 


[ft ° 

Q ;%? -DOING WHATEVER # 

\ DIR TV WORK IS REQUIRED 

hXa" OF THEM - 


< WEIRD IS RELA TIRE. > 


THE PLACETS... 
WEIRD — 












LAND OF THE Di/MHER, THE 
DARK ELVES.... 


■fop it is 
morpowind 


’’=— 


THE OBJECTIVE OF THE 
1 PAID 15. FOP 5‘PA THkA, 
CURXOUSL V SEN TIMEN TAL 


THE CAMP TO BE FOUND M 
tear. soumEttNMobm^ 
, MCRPOWim '$ HOfiRC 


-FREE SOME KINSMEN 
FROM A SLA VEP CAMP, 

mw ■ 

paw fop by 

■ - - ■ i - 4 HIS OWN 


WHERE'S THE MONEY 
IN THA T? 


WE COULD 
TURN AROUND, 
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SOME THING- IS SURPASSED IN 
THA TMOMEN r. FROM WEN ON 
HE WILL WORK MORE OR LESS- - 


| RESOLUTE IN THE MAD RUSH TO 
THA T WHICH HE CANNO T YET NAME, 


.SIR CYRUS? 


THE ISLAND S INSIGHT, 
SIR CYRUS. LET'S LET THE 
^ SOY SET SOME SLEEP, v 


STROSM'KAI! 
JEWEL OFHAMMERFELU 


&LAD TORE BACK? 


HA VE YOU FOUND HER. THEN? 


I WILL BE, 
IF I FIND HER. 





























THERE, HAKAK 


'THE WEDDING SEEMS, TO CYRUS 


BUT WITH HAMMERFELL ON THE 
SRINK OF CIVIL WAR: _ < 


-A WHOLE COUNTRY'S 
SIGH OF RELIEF - 


A FOREBEAR IS TAKING 
THE HAND OF A CROWN 
IN THE CAPITAL CITY./ 


: f - THOUGH HE KNQ WS 30 TH 
I FAMILIES HAVE NAMES i 
} OF LITTLECONSEQUENCE\ 

I — f I_r*-i_ _ -m_ __Th_ 


AND THOUGH EVERYONE KNO WS 
1 THERE IS NO THING PROPHE TIC \ 
ABOUT THE UNION- « 


A BRACE FOR THE KINGDOM S 
SHAME, A SINGLE BRIGHT 1 
$PQ T TO LOOK BA CK ON- - I 


-NOR IN ITS SIGHT SHALL 
THE KINGDOM TA KE ME A SURE 


-FOR TO PERHAPS SIMIL ARL Y ALIGN i 

WITHIN AGAINST THE ENEMY WITHOUT, 
f THERE IS STILL GENUINE AND HEARTFEL T 
CHEER IN THE CROWD, _ ! 


, --IN THE WAKE AND 
LAMENTATION OF ( 
THE END. _ 


^ A HAPPINESS IN VEN TED- i 
.TO GIVE THE GRIEVING, LATER. 
MORE SORRO W 3 TIL L i 


IT S ALMOS T AS IF SUCH CEREMONY 
MUS T TA KE PL ACE FOR THE FUL L 
REGRET TO COME LA TER- 


























































































































| THE JOY LAS TS BU T FEW , 
SEASONS. TNT TTALLY ALL 
IS WELL, WITH IZARA ONLY 
MOVING TO AN ES TA TE 
ACROSS TOWN IN THE ( 

MERCHANT QUAR TER . 


THOUGH SHE IS HAPPY WITH HA KAN 


The is of en gone / 

-ft-. 1 —ft- m r 


I EVERYWHERE. A LOWER 
TALK OF TROUBLE. 


> IZARA 'S 01$ TRESS BEGINS 
SLOW. SHE AND HAKAN < 
ARE WISE ENOUGH- 


CLOSE ENOUGH THA T CYRUS 
CAN S TILL KEEP HER COMPANY\ 


-NOT TO MENTION THE 
MA TIER TO HER FA THER 
WHEN THEY VISIT, 


[TRAINING WITH THE Mil 

FORESEAR UNDERGROUND. \ \ 
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CYRUS DOESN' T CARE. AND HASSLES 
>HIS BROTHER-IN-LA W TO NO END 
TO SHOW HIM THE SWORD TRICKS 
, THAT HA VE BEEN LEARNED WHILE 
PREPARING THE HIDDEN MILITIAS. 


HIS OWN PATRIOT 
SHADE RUNS DEEP. 


MORE EXCI TINS THAN WORKING 
THE HARBORS, THA T'S FOR SURE ,“ 
THESE RUMORS OF WAR. 


WE ARE THE RIGHTEOUS 
FOUNDA TTON UPON WHICH 
THIS COUNTRY RESTS. ^ 


WHERE DID YOU 
. HEAR THIS? 


AND WE HA VE TOO LONS 
SUFFERED ITS WEIGHT 

























































W A NO WHY WOULD YOU SHAME YOUR ^ 
ANCESTORS SO? WE ARt CROWNS.. CYRUS, 
AND THE WEIGHT THEY SPEAK OF ISTHE 
. KINO, A NOBLE BURDEN TO BE SURE j 


SU r YOU MAKE FUN OF THE KING 
IN EVERYTHING YOU'VE WRITTEN 


SO THE FOREBEARS ARE 
RICH TIN NO THINS? 


r jL. y. IN DEMAND FOR 

IN COMPLAINT? YE$^£>aPPRqCHEMENT? 


IN SECESSION? NEVER. IT 
IS NOT THE WAY FOR US, 


MY MOCKERY OF HIM IS THE 
MOCKERY OF THE MOCKERY 
_ OF HIS ENEMIES, 


AND IT WILL NOT 
BE THE WAY FOR YOU 


AND IF THE KINS IS CHALLENGED 
WE—I, YOU, YOUR SISTER, OTHERS- 
SHAU RISE ALIKE AS HE TO MEET IT- 


NAHA 'MEIDOSORA 
SAD A LONHE TRAI\ SURA. 


FOR WE ARE CROWNS 
ALIKE AS HE. _ 
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XT 15 AN EPIC OF THE PA GAbA- 
THE ANCES TORS OF THE FOREBEARS 
FROM WHOM THE REbSUARbS GOT 
THEIR NAME- 


A BLOODY ANb THRILLING ACCOUNT OF 
THA T HOLY INVASION, WHERE THE 
RA GAD A DROVE THE ORCS FROM HAMMER 
FEU TO MAKE WAY FOR THE KINS AND 
HIS ROYAL FAMILY- ^ 


A STORY THREE THOUSAND YEARS OLD 


WHEREIN THE FOREBEARS ARE CAS T 
RIGHTL Y IN THE ROLES OF HEROES - - 


—5 TAL WAR T FIRS T CHAMPIONS OF ( 
THE THRONE, AND THE KINGS FINES T 
BEST MEN „ _ ^ _ i 


AND WHERE THE KING IS A MAN 
WOR TH FISH TING FOR. 


' THERE IS NONE OF THE COMED Y FOR 

WHICH THE AUTHOR IS KNOWN ONLY 
A CElE&RA TION OF THE TRUTH 
OF OLD BLOOD- _ 1 


-AND THE LINES THEY HAVE 
SINCE ES TA BUSHED, _ ) 


THERE TS NO SOS TLETY IN THE MESSAGE 


JUS T A DM ON I TION FROM AN HONORA BLE PAS T. 


IT MEANT, ' 7 HE FOREBEARS KNOW THEIR PLACE CYRUS. 
AND IT WILL BE THE LAST TIME HE IS UNCLEAR. 

HE WRITES IT IN A NIGH T.... 




























































-- THE REDGUaRDS WONDER WHEN 
HAMM6RF6LL ‘S TIME WILL COME- 


BARON VOL AO, HOLDER OF SENTINEL '5 
OUTLYING TERRITORIES, AND THE 
CHOSEN SPOKESMAN OF THE FOREPEARS, 
STRIKES AN ACCORD with THE KINO, 


WITH THE CROWNS. 


SOME SAY IT IS AN EPHEMERAL TRUCE- 


ANO FOR THOSE WHO DO NO T 
SO, IT TURNS BITTER, 


A SLOW ROT THA T REALIZES < 
ITS SEEN MADE TO MARRY THE 
THE DEVIL 'S OWN DA UGHTER, i 


- THA T WILL LAST ONLY SO LONS AS THE 
OLD FEELINES STIRRED BY AN EMBROIDERED 
HIS TORY STAYS TRONS, 


BUT IT WORKS FOR A MEASURE- 


-AND THE MILITIAS DISBAND TO 
JOIN VOL ACS MEN IN THE PLAINS OF 
E-D$A&ON^X4£Jp. 

$ ■ f 


HIS SHOR TES T WORK IS 
THE WIDES T SEEN- 


AND IT HAS IMMEDIA TE EFFECTS, 


THE RE DEV ARDS ARE REMINDED OF 
WHEN THEY STOOP TOGETHER 
a Sains t the unkno wn. 


AND WITH THE EMPIRE A $ CL OSE AS 
5ANCRE TOR AND EVEN SENDING THE 
NORD KINGS TO THEIR WILL- 



























































INbEED, A ROCK THAT'5 BEEN LIFTED, 


LIAR 


TUKTA-MAB'&Q 
S'YE* 


NO LO'IGRA*** 


$ TORY TELLER 


^FABRICA TOR 


HAKAN, NOT THIS 


ORINKS AMO LAUGHTER A NO THE SENSE 
OF SOME THING LIFTEO - - 


A CELEBRATION OF THE PLAYWRIGHT 
15 HELLy, AND THE CROWNS ANO 

forebears a tteno in equal numbers 



































THE CIVIL WAR THEY THOUGHT SUPPRESSED, EM 9001 ED 
'NOWI N* THEJ >RUNKEN YOUTHSBEFORE THEM,* 
w v s Ss yjm / yTJmsSpf/T 


IN THIS ONE DUEL THEY SEE 
THE INEVI TA&ILITV OF 
WHA T WILL SOME - 


IN EACH CHAMPION 


THE ARMIES THEY WILL SIDE WITH. 


SOONER OR LA TER EVERYTHING 
BROUGHT J Q gTAVE OfF THIS FATE 


WILL BE CUT DOWN. 
























BUN. HE THINKS 


IT'S ALL HE CAN THINK. 


I CAN ‘ T E V££ COME BA CK 
TO HAMME&FELL, CAPTAIN. 


EVENTUALLY, lAO 
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l &£TON THEN ... J 






















